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Translator’s Foreword 
 

All praises are due to Allah; may the prayers and peace 

of Allah be upon Muhammad, his family, his 

companions, and his followers. As to proceed: 

 

This ebook is a translation from Shaykh Saalih bin 

Muhammad al-’Uthaymeen’s Friday sermon entitled, 

“Stories of the Prophets with their Nations”. We ask 

Allah, the Most High, to accept this deed only for His 

Face, and allow us to benefit from this reminder in this 

life and the next. Aameen.  
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Introduction 
 

All praises are due to Allah, the Most High, the 

Compeller, the Mighty, the Subduer. To Him belongs all 

honor and power and His Hand is over all dominion. He 

causes the day to cover the night, and the night to cover 

the day. I testify that there is no deity worthy of worship 

except Allah who is alone without any partners, (He is 

the) Possessor of greatness, honor, and power, and I bear 

witness that Muhammad is His slave and messenger, the 

guided and chosen one. May Allah’s peace and blessings 

be upon him, his Companions and those who follow him 

day and night.  
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Khutbah 

To proceed: 

O people, have fear of Allah the Most High, and take 

note of what Allah has ordered from traveling in the 

land. Travel through the earth with your hearts and 

chests (present). Travel through the earth (to see the) 

path of those in the past and of those today. Travel 

throughout the earth in order to see how the punishment 

was to those who denied Allah and His messenger, those 

who were arrogant from the worship of Allah. Traverse 

the earth in order to see how their punishment was. 

Indeed, their punishment was the worst of punishments. 

They received the punishment in the worldly life, and in 

the hereafter the punishment will be more severe and 

everlasting. 

 

َۡٱيُروْاۡف ىَۡيسۡ ۡأََفلَمۡ  َۡفَينُظُروْاَۡكيۡ رۡ ل  ۡـ ض  ق َبُةَۡفَۡكاَنَۡع
نَۡقبۡ ٱ يَنۡم  مۡ لَّذ  ل ه  َرۡۡ َُۡعلَيۡ ٱَدمَّ مۡ َّللَّ ہ  ۡـ َول لۡ ۡ يَنۡأَمۡ َك ۡـ ف ر  لَُهاَث   

 “Have they not traveled through the land and seen 

how was the end of those before them? Allah 

destroyed [everything] over them, and for the 

disbelievers is something comparable.”1 

 

O brothers, travel through the land to see how the 

punishment was for those who denied. We will begin 

                                                
1
 Muhammad M. Khan and Muhammad al-Hilali, Interpretation of 

the Meanings of The Noble Qur’an: In the English Language 

(Madina: Darussalam), Surah Muhammad: 10. 
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with the story of Nuh, the first of the messengers. He 

was rejected by his nation except for a few amongst 

them. Hear the statement of Allah, the Most High, 

regarding them, 

 

َبتۡ  ۡۡلَُهمۡ َقبۡ َۡكذَّ ُبوْاَۡعبۡ ُۡمُۡنوح ۡ َقو  َدَناَۡوَقالُوْاَۡفَكذَّ

ُهۡزۡ ٱوَُۡۡنون ۡ َمجۡ  رۡ ٱفَۡۡلُوب ۡ أَنِّىَۡمغۡ ۡۥُۤدج َرَۡفَدَعاَۡربَّ ۡنَتص 

َما ۡٱَبۡٲوَۡأَبۡ َۡنا َۡفَفَتحۡ  ۡب َما ۡلسَّ نۡ ۡء ۡ ء  ر ۡ مُّ رۡ َۡہم  َۡٱَناَۡوَفجَّ َضۡرۡ ل 

ۡ
ۡ َما ۡل ۡٱَتَقىۡل ۡٱاۡفَُۡعُيون   رََۡۡقدۡ ۡر ۡ أَمۡ ُۡءَۡعلَى  قُد   

“The people of Noah denied before them, and they 

denied Our servant and said, ‘A madman,’ and he 

was repelled. So he invoked his Lord, ‘Indeed, I am 

overpowered, so help.’ Then We opened the gates of 

the heaven with rain pouring down and caused the 

earth to burst with springs, and the waters met for a 

matter already predestined.”2 

 

All of the gates of the heaven were opened with massive 

amounts of water and caused the earth to burst with 

springs until it reached the driest and hottest part of the 

earth. The weight of the water was measured to a 

hundred earths and skies until it became the height of the 

mountains. 

 

And will the punishment of the hereafter reach them? 

Hear the answer! Allah, the Most High, said, 

 

يۡ  اَۡخط  مَّ مۡ ـ ۡـ َۡمِّ قُوْاَۡفأُدۡ أُغۡ ۡت ہ  ر 
َيج ُدوْاۡلَُهمۡۡاَۡفلَمۡ خ لُوْاَۡنار ۡ 

                                                
2
 Khan and Hilali, Surah Qamar: 9-12. 
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ۡ نُۡدون  اَّللَّ ۡأَنَصار ۡ ٱمِّ  
“Because of their sins they were drowned and put 

into the Fire, and they found not for themselves 

besides Allah [any] helpers.”3  

 

The second story is the story of ‘Ad. They were of 

 

ۡ ۡل ۡٱإ َرَمَۡذات  َماد  ثۡ ۡلَق ُۡيخۡ ۡلَّت ىۡلَمۡ ٱع  ۡـ ل ۡٱلَُهاۡف ىۡم  دۡ ب لَ   
“...lofty pillars, the likes of whom had never been 

created in the land.”4  

 

Allah the Most High sent to them His prophet, Hud, but 

they were arrogant in the earth. They said “Who is more 

powerful than us?” Allah said, 

 

ۡيَۡۡأََولَمۡ  َۡرو  َۡٱْاۡأَنَّ
ىَۡخلََقُهمۡ ٱَّللَّ نۡ ۡلَّذ  ۡم  ُۡۡہمۡ ُهَوۡأََشدُّ

ة   قُوَّ   
“Did they not consider that Allah who created them 

was greater than them in strength?”5  

 

And what was the end of those who were strong? Listen! 

Allah said, 

 

َبتۡ  ا َۡفَكيۡ َۡعاد ۡ َۡكذَّ ۡإ نَّ َناَۡسلۡ أَرۡ َۡفَۡكاَنَۡعَذاب ىَۡوُنُذر 

مۡ َعلَيۡ  ۡہ 
يح ۡ  َۡصر ۡ اَۡصرۡ ر  َۡنحۡ اۡف ىَۡيو  مُّسۡ ۡس  ۡم 

 ۡ
ر  ُعَۡۡتم  َتنز 

ُہمۡ ٱ اَسَۡكأَنَّ ۡ َجاُزَۡنخۡ أَعۡ ۡلنَّ ر ۡ ۡل  نَقع  مُّ   
“'Aad denied; and how [severe] was My punishment 

                                                
3
 Ibid, Surah Nuh: 25. 

4
 Ibid, Surah Fajr: 7-8. 

5
 Ibid, Surah Fussilat: 15. 
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and warning. Indeed, We sent upon them a 

screaming wind on a day of continuous misfortune, 

extracting the people as if the were trunks of palm 

trees uprooted.”6  

 

And He said, 

 

َرَهاَۡعلَيۡ  مۡ َسخَّ ۡ َسبۡ ۡہ  ۡـ َۡعۡلََيال  ۡحَُۡوَثَم ام  ن َيَةۡأَيَّ
اُۡسوم ۡ 

ۡل ۡٱَفَتَرىۡ ُہمۡ َۡعىۡ َمۡف يَہاَۡصرۡ َقو  َية ۡ َجاُزَۡنخۡ أَعۡ َۡكأَنَّ َۡخاو  ل    
“Which Allah imposed upon them for seven nights 

and eight days in succession, so you would see the 

people therein fallen as if they were hollow trunks of 

palm trees.”7 

 

They were destroyed because of their desires. Were these 

punishments enough (to excuse them) from the 

punishment of the hereafter? Listen to the answer from 

Allah! Allah, the Most High, said, 

 

مۡ َناَۡعلَيۡ َسلۡ َفأَرۡ  ۡہ 
يح ۡ  ام ۡ ۡاۡف ىۡ ر ۡ صَۡاَۡصرۡ ر  ۡنَّح َسات ۡ ۡأَيَّ

يَقُهمۡ  ۡل ۡٱى ۡف ىۡخ زۡ ل ۡٱَعَذاَبۡۡلُِّنذ  نۡ ٱة َۡحَيو  َولََعَذاُبَۡۡياۡ لدُّ
َۡٱ َزىۡ خ َرة ۡأَخۡ ل  ََلُۡينَصُرونََۡۡوُهمۡ ۡ  

 “So We sent upon them a screaming wind during 

days of misfortune to make them taste the 

punishment of disgrace in the worldly life; but the 

punishment of the Hereafter is more disgracing, and 

                                                
6
 Ibid, Surah Qamar: 18-20. 

7
 Ibid, Surah Haqqah: 7. 
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they will not be helped.”8 

 

The third story is the story of Thamud, and they were the 

people of Saalih. Allah guided them to the guidance of 

indication and direction. (Allah’s) clear signs were 

clarified for them, but they preferred blindness over 

guidance. And they denied their prophet Saalih, except 

for a few amongst them.  

 

They killed the she-camel that Allah put as a sign, so 

what was their punishment? Listen! Allah said, 

 

ا ۡ مۡ َناَۡعلَيۡ َسلۡ أَرۡ ۡإ نَّ َۡصيۡ ۡہ 
ۡٲوََۡۡحة  

ۡۡح َدة   يم  َفَكاُنوْاَۡكَهش 

رۡ ُمحۡ ل ۡٱ َتظ    
“Indeed, We sent upon them one blast from the sky, 

and they became like the dry twig fragments of an 

[animal] pen.”9 

 

Meaning they emulated the dry twig fragments. And He 

said, 

 

ينَۡ ْمَۡجاث م  ه  ْجَفُةَۡفأَْصَبُحواۡف يَۡدار   َفأََخَذْتُهُمۡالرَّ
“So the earthquake seized them, and they lay (dead), 

prostrate in their homes.”10 

 

They were not able to depart, so they were destroyed 

with a violent shout.  

                                                
8
 Ibid, Surah Fussilat: 16. 

9
 Ibid, Surah Qamar: 31. 

10
 Ibid, Surah A’raaf: 78. 
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The fourth story is the story of the people of Lut. And 

what will make you know the nation of Lut? The nation 

of Lut were the ones who called to the disbelief in Allah 

and His messenger by doing evil acts of opposition. It 

showed their diminished disposition and intellects.  

 

They intermarried between themselves bringing men and 

leaving the women. So their Prophet (Lut), peace be 

upon him, reminded them. They took notice of him and 

(Lut) said, 

 

يَنَۡوَتَذُروَنَۡماَۡخلََقۡلَُكْمۡ َنۡاْلَعالَم  ْكَراَنۡم  أََتأُْتوَنۡالذُّ

ْنۡأَْزَواج ُكم ُكمۡمِّ  َبلْۡأَنُتْمَۡقْوم َۡعاُدونَۡ َربُّ
“Do you approach males among the worlds, and leave 

what your Lord has created for you as mates? But 

you are a people transgressing."11 

 

So what was the response of his nation? 

 

ن قَْريَتُِكْم إِنَُّهْم أُنَاٌس يَتَطَهَُّرونَ   قَالُوا أَْخِرُجوُهم مِّ

 “Evict them from your city! Indeed, they are men 

who keep themselves pure."12 

 

What was their punishment? Allah said, 

 

لُوَنَۡعلَىۡ  اُۡمنز  ۡـ ۡإ نَّ َۡه َنۡأَْهل  اۡمِّ ْجز  ه ۡاْلَقْرَية ۡر  ذ 

                                                
11

 Ibid, Surah Shu’araa: 165-166. 
12

 Ibid, Surah A’raaf: 82. 
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ۡب َماَۡكاُنواَۡيْفُسقُونَۡ َماء   السَّ
“Indeed, we will bring down on the people of this city 

punishment from the sky because they have been 

defiantly disobedient."13 

 

And Allah said, 

 

اَۡجاَءۡأَْمُرَناَۡجَعْلَناَۡعال َيَهاَۡساف لََهاَۡوأَْمَطْرَنا  َفلَمَّ
نُضودۡ   ۡمَّ يل  جِّ نۡس   َعلَْيَهاۡح َجاَرة ۡمِّ

نَدۡرَۡ ۡع  َمة  َسوَّ يدۡ مُّ يَنۡب َبع  ال م  َنۡالظَّ َيۡم  َكَۡۡوَماۡه  بِّ  

“So when Our command came, We made the highest 

part (of the city) its lowest and rained upon them 

stones of layered hard clay, (which were) Marked 

from your Lord. And Allah's punishment is not from 

the wrongdoers (very) far.”14 

 

Because of this the punishment of Lut’s nation, in the 

legislation of Islaam, every person who engages in the 

deed (homosexuality) and has it enacted upon him is 

killed.  

 

As for the one on the receiving end of the deed (of 

homosexual intercourse), then he did not reject this deed, 

and for this reason, the punishment is upon both the one 

who did it and received it.  

 

Just as it comes in the hadith on the authority of the 

Prophet (peace be upon him) that he said, 

                                                
13

 Ibid, Surah ‘Ankaboot: 34. 
14

 Ibid, Surah Hud: 82-83. 
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“If you find anyone doing as Lot's people did, kill the 

one who does it, and the one to whom it is done” [Abu 

Dawud] 

  

The fifth story is the story of Fir’awn, the arrogant 

tyrant. The one who transgressed and denied Al-’Alee, 

The Most High, and said to his people,  

 

ُكُمۡاْلَْعلَىۡ   َفَقالَۡأََناَۡربُّ
 “I am your Lord the most high”15 

 

ۡـ  ْنۡإ لَ َهاۡاْلَمََلَُۡماَۡعل ْمُتۡلَُكمۡمِّ ه َۡوَقالَۡف ْرَعْوُنَۡياۡأَيُّ

ي   َغْير 
"O chiefs! I have not known you to have a god other 

than me.”16 

 

The ones that were given luxury, properties, fruitful 

gardens, fresh trees, treasures and other than that said,  

 

ۡأََۡۡوَناَدىۡ  ه َۡقالََۡياَۡقْوم  لَْيَسۡل يۡف ْرَعْوُنۡف يَۡقْوم 

ۡـ  ْصَرَۡوَه نَۡتْحت يۡأََفََلُۡمْلُكۡم  يۡم  ه ۡاْلَْنَهاُرَۡتْجر  ذ 
ُرونَۡ  ُتْبص 

 “O my people, does not the kingdom of Egypt belong 

to me, and these rivers flowing beneath me; then do 

you not see?”17 

                                                
15

 Ibid, Surah Naazi’aat: 24. 
16

 Ibid, Surah Qasas: 38. 
17

 Ibid, Surah Zukhruf: 51. 
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And he was scornful towards Musaa, a messenger from 

the Lord of the worlds. (Firawn said), 

 

ۡـ  ْنَۡه ۡمِّ َۡوََلَۡيَكاُدُۡيب يُنۡأَْمۡأََناَۡخْير  ين  يُۡهَوَۡمه  َذاۡالَّذ 

ۡأَْوَۡجاَءَۡمَعُهۡ نَۡذَهب  َرة ۡمِّ َفلَْوََلۡأُْلق َيَۡعلَْيه ۡأَْسو 

ن ينَۡاْلَمََلئ َكُةُۡمْقتَۡ ر   
“Or am I [not] better than this one who is 

insignificant and hardly makes himself clear? Why 

then are not golden bracelets bestowed on him, or 

angels sent along with him?"18 

 

So what was the condition of the punishment for this 

stubborn arrogant tyrant? Hear! Allah said, 

 

ينَۡ ْنُهْمَۡفأَْغَرْقَناُهْمۡأَْجَمع  اۡآَسفُوَناۡانَتَقْمَناۡم   َفلَمَّ
“And when they angered Us, We took retribution 

from them and drowned them all.”19 

 

نَۡجنَّۡ َۡكْمَۡتَرُكواۡم  يم  َۡكر  َۡوَمَقام  َۡوُزُروع  َۡوُعُيون  ات 

ينَۡ ه   َوَنْعَمة َۡكاُنواۡف يَهاَۡفاك 
“How much they left behind of gardens and springs. 

And crops and noble sites. And comfort wherein they 

were amused.”20 

 

And was that sufficient for them? Was the drowning 

                                                
18

 Ibid, Surah Zukhruf: 52-53. 
19

 Ibid, Surah Zukhruf: 55. 
20

 Ibird, Surah Dhukhaan: 25-27. 
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sufficient for them (to keep them) from the punishment 

of the hereafter? Listen to the statement of Allah, the 

Most High, 

 

َبُعواۡأَْمَرۡف ْرَعْوَنَۡوَماۡأَْمُرۡۡۡإ لَىۡ  ف ْرَعْوَنَۡوَملَئ ه َۡفاتَّ

َۡيْقُدُمَۡقوْۡ يد  َمُهَۡيْوَمۡاْلق َياَمة َۡفأَْوَرَدُهُمۡف ْرَعْوَنۡب َرش 

ۡـ  ْرُدۡاْلَمْوُروُدَۡوأُْتب ُعواۡف يَۡه اَرَۡوب ْئَسۡاْلو  ۡالنَّ ه ۡلَْعَنة  ذ 

ْفُدۡاْلَمْرفُودَُۡۡوَيْوَمۡاْلق َياَمة ۡۚ ب ْئَسۡالرِّ   
“...they followed the command of Pharaoh, and the 

command of Pharaoh was not (at all) discerning. He 

will precede his people on the Day of Resurrection 

and lead them into the Fire; and wretched is the place 

to which they are led. And they were followed in this 

(world) with a curse and on the Day of Resurrection. 

And wretched is the gift which is given.”21 

 

O Muslims! Travel, with your hearts and chests, to the 

previous nations, and take a lesson from what befell to 

those who denied and were arrogant. Ponder Allah’s 

wisdom, what befell these nations, and how their 

punishment occurred in the morning. They received their 

punishments in the morning and that was the greatest 

shock! 

 

Then, travel O Muslims! Travel, with your hearts and 

chests, to the contemporary nations and see what fell 

upon them from present day destructions, drowning and 

severe earthquakes. Are you not afraid that these 

                                                
21

 Ibid, Surah Hud: 97-99. 
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disasters may occur to you? It is important to take note 

that Allah, glorified be He, is Ever Watchful over those 

who deny and disobey. Therefore we ask Allah, the Most 

High, to allow us to take lessons from His signs in these 

times.  

 

O Muslim brothers, what do the people say? What do 

they say about these great disasters? The ones which 

man is incapable of doing and they are unable to destroy 

a date-seed? These disasters occur within seconds...and 

this is from the power of the all-Glorious, the all-Mighty, 

the Subduer, the One who whenever He wants 

something, He only says “be and it is.” 

 

So what do the people say about these great disasters? 

The people are broken up into two categories: 

 

There is a category of people who know Allah and His 

signs. They see that these disasters occur from the 

command of Allah in order for mankind to become 

fearful of Him, and to be more diligent in their acts of 

worship. Perhaps they may take a lesson from it and 

return back to Him. Having more fear of Allah and 

reciting His statement, 

 

َۡفَينُظُرواَۡكْيَفَۡكاَنَۡعاق َبُةۡ يُرواۡف يۡاْلَْرض  أََفلَْمَۡيس 
ُۡ َرَّۡللاَّ ْمَۡۡدمَّ نَۡقْبل ه  يَنۡم  يَنۡالَّذ  ْمَۡۡول ْلَكاف ر  َعلَْيه 
 أَْمَثالَُها

 “Have they not traveled through the land and seen 

how was the end of those before them? Allah 

destroyed (everything) over them, and for the 
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disbelievers is something comparable.”22 

 

So the disbelievers on the Day of Judgment will have 

something similar to the punishments of this worldly life 

and attain these problems. 

 

As for the second category they people who are ignorant 

of Allah and His signs. Their hearts are deprived of faith 

and also harden because of their disobedience. They say 

that these are natural disasters, so they do not ponder and 

take lessons from it.  

 

It is as if they know the unseen, but they were not given 

knowledge except for a little. Indeed, they do not know 

anything about the strength of the wind that touches their 

bodies except for what Allah revealed to them. 

 

They say that it is natural disasters to lessen the effect of 

these calamities to the people. Verily, if they continue to 

behave like this they will find their punishments with 

Allah. They say to the people that this is a normal and 

natural affair; just as it is usual for rain to fall. They do 

not contemplate on these signs (except for a few), so 

they are, as Allah said about them, 

 

اَۡيقُۡ َۡساق ط  َماء  َنۡالسَّ ْسف اۡمِّ َۡوإ نَۡيَرْواۡك  ولُواَۡسَحاب 

ْرُكومۡ   مَّ
“And if they were to see a fragment from the sky 

falling, they would say, ‘(It is merely) clouds heaped 

                                                
22

 Ibid, Surah Muhammad: 10. 
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up.’”23 

 

So it is incumbent upon us, O brothers, it is incumbent 

upon us to be knowledgeable about Allah, considerate 

and fearful of His signs. We should be fearful that He 

may decree these misfortunes upon us.  

 

The greatest of misfortunes are: the hardness of the heart 

and distance from Allah. O brothers, do not think that 

calamities are the only punishment for sins, that these 

punishments are only physical. No. Indeed, there is 

something much greater than that. It is the hardness of 

the heart and turning away from Allah. Did you not see 

that Allah said to His Messenger (peace be upon him), 

 

َۡفإ نَۡتوَۡ يَبُهمۡب َبْعض  ُۡأَنُۡيص  يُدَّۡللاَّ َماُۡير  لَّْواَۡفاْعلَْمۡأَنَّ
قُونَۡ ۡلََفاس  َنۡالنَّاس  اۡمِّ َۡكث ير  ْمَۡۡوإ نَّ  ُذُنوب ه 

 “And if they turn away – then know that Allah only 

intends to afflict them with some of their [own] sins. 

And indeed, many among the people are defiantly 

disobedient.”24 

 

So Allah made them abstain from His obedience. He put 

for them a calamity from amongst their own sins. 

 

O brothers, by Allah indeed the punishments are: 

hardness of the heart, turning away from the obedience 

of Allah, and prevention from establishing what He 

ordered. These punishments are the greatest of them! For 

                                                
23

 Ibid, Surah Tur: 44. 
24

 Ibid, Surah Maaida: 49. 
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this it is the supplication of the believers that they say, 

 

“O (Allah) do not make our affliction in our religion, do 

not make this world our greatest concern, nor the limit 

of our knowledge, and not make the fire our abode.” 
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Conclusion 
 

O Allah! We ask you to allow us to establish this. O 

Owner of Majesty and Honor! O the Ever-Living, Self-

Sustaining One! We ask Allah to make us of those who 

take lessons of His signs, fearful of His punishments. We 

ask Allah do not make this world our greatest concern, 

nor the limit of our knowledge, to not make the fire our 

abode. O Allah! Grant us security and pardon us. May 

the peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad 

and upon the family of Muhammad just as You (Allah) 

did for Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim. Indeed you 

are The All Praise-Worthy, The All-Glorious.. O Allah! 

Send Your blessings upon Muhammad, and upon the 

family of Muhammad just as you did for Ibrahim and the 

family of Ibrahim. Indeed you are The All Praise-

Worthy, The All-Glorious. 


